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“Fighting transnational terrorism
our greatest challenge’

By Manu P. Toms

Kochi, Jan 30: “As a rising
power, the most difficult
challenge India has to com-

bat is transnational terror- -

ism,” observed T.V.Paul,
world renowned inter-
national security expert.

Paul, a senior chair
holder in Intemational Re-
lations at McGill U
in Montreal, Canada, is in
Kochi during a short visit to
his home state, Kerala. He
has been holdinglecture ser-
ies at various Indian uni-
versities, including MG Uni-
versity, for the last few
weeks,

Paul, who has carried out
a lot of research in defence
policy and globalisation, is
| now working on a book:
‘Globalisation and the Cha-
nging National  Security
State.” Notwithstanding the
doubts over the sustainabi-
lity of an independent
nuclear programme, the
1 Indo-US nuclear accord is a
| welcome move, according
1o Paul.
1 “Oneadvantage isthatIn-

dia is no longer bracketed

with Pakistan, Iran and spiritis notreflected ints re-
North Korea. It is a political lations with the SAARC
breakthrough for an emerg-  countries,”
ing power,” he said. India is surrounded by a
He does not believe that  host of *highly unstable and
it is at the _ failing  sta-
cost of the fes’ " The
petroleum country sho-
pipeline from | uld play a
Iran. “In any proactive
case, the role inensur-
nuclearambi- ing peace in
tions of Iran its ne-
should  be ighbourhood
discouraged for its own
as this may progress. Be-
lead to the [& ing a region-
nuclearisatio al power it
n of West /| can adopt a
Asia.  This benevolent
will create | @R cnnumsmmn approach 1o
problems |\ its small ne-
for  India, ighbours,
given  the said Paul.
fact that India and Iran are Troubled and unstable
neighbours. As for the states in the neighbourhood
petroleum  pipeline, India  will always be a problem for
will get it once Iran ab- abigcountry, said Paul who

andons its confrontationist
policies” said Paul.

“India is yet to fully lever-
age its influence as a region-
al power. lts relations with
the world's major powers
are dynamic but the same

has formulated a theory on
‘asymmetric conflicts and
war initiation by weaker
s
Paul is of the view that
the last decade has seen a
tremendous  improvement

in India’s diplomatic tie
with the US, Russia, Chin:
and France, There is a lo
more pragmatism in India’
style and approach, he said

Paul has co-authore:
with Baldev Raj Nayar th
Cambridge-publishec
book: ‘India in the Work
Order.’ Technological an
economical linkages witl
the US, European Unior
West Asia, Japan and Chin
areaahemdaninmm
ive economic
poned."Bulﬂleprobleml
that unlike China, India i
not able to provide the kin
of quality of life you expec
in an economically risin
power,” Paul said.

Paul who hails fron
Mevellor, pear Piravom, is:
PhD in Political Scieno
from the University of Calif
omia, Los Angeles, and ha
authored or edited eigh
books on international affa
irs. The India-Pakistan Con

ﬂict'AnEndurmgluvatry
published  recently
CmnbrldgeUnhersltme
ss, which is edited by hin
has already received inter
national acclaim.




